
Hellifield Parish Council (HPC) Meeting Minutes
Wednesday 12 March 2025 - Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: Chairman Julian Sleath, Vice Chairman Wayne Harding, Councillors Neil Bates, Karen Dunwoodie, Harriet Maddock, Wendy Robinson, Clerk Julie Sleath, District Councillor for North Yorks Council Simon Myers and PCSO Jayne Grace. 3 members of the public were also in attendance. 
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 22 January 2025 were approved and signed.
2. Apologies received from Councillor Sophie Lemal, and PCSO Julia Runciman. Absence of Cllr Lemal needed approval as next meeting will be 6 months and 1 day after her last attendance ()1 day over allowance). Chairman Sleath proposed absence be formally approved, seconded by Cllr Harding, all voted in favour. 
3. To record members’ interests: no changes to members interests reported
4. Public Participation Bob Moore raised the recent issue regarding recent refusal of S106 funds. He has seen documentation received and feels strongly about the issue. He is an ex Councillor who took the lead on Playgrounds for over 12 years, obtaining 2 lottery grants and funding from Craven District Council (CDC) and North Yorkshire Council (NYC). This was a period of major playground development, and further development has since been put on hold waiting for further funding, in the main from the expected Section 106 monies. Bob and Mary (former Clerk to HPC) attended a meeting with Bruce Dinsmore from CDC who agreed funds would be released once the proposed housing had been built and were all sold. Maintenance of the ‘areas of Open Space’ at the entrance to the development were mentioned in the planning approval. HPC and NYC have no capacity to do this work, so the developers Wakefield Housing agreed to maintain. Bob reiterated his concern regarding recent communication from NYC and the refusal of S106 funding.
Chairman Sleath supported Mr Moore’s concerns and brought forward the following agenda items for discussion: 6.4 Section 106 monies update; 8.2 Correspondence from NYCouncil re Section 106 monies 

Correspondence received on 7 March from Lizzie Phippard NYC Infrastructure Investment Officer:

“Thank you for your email and I apologise for the delay coming back to you on this. I have spoken to the Planning department who handled the Kendal Road, Hellifield application and they have provided me with the following information: 

Condition 4 (affordable) & condition 5 (open space) were dealt with via a discharge of conditions application and thus no legal agreement was entered.  Officers concerned deemed the information sufficient to meet the requirements of the condition for example the open space officer did not seek an off-site contribution based on the on-site provision being provided. 

I appreciate this is not the news you would have liked to receive on this matter as it does mean that there will not be any contributions sort for this particular scheme for open space. If you have any further question around this, I recommend contacting the Development Management team directly, but please let me know if I can be of assistance.”
Cllr Sleath gave an overview of the situation and confirmed HPC were expecting the Section 106 funding following receipt of a distribution schedule of the monies being received from NYC on 18 December 2019. The money for ‘planning gain’ for off-site development, after deductions for on-site Open Space (POS) provision agreed by the builders, was £55,200. This was increased to £62,200 when the number of units being built was increased from 21 to 23. It was agreed (email 02/01/2020) that this sum would be paid to CDC upon completion of the 11th unit and used towards enhancement, improvement and maintenance of identified areas of Hellifield and Settle Pool. 
Once the build of the properties was completed in October 2023, the Clerk to HPC chased NYC on a regular basis for information regarding the Section 106 agreement and an update was received on 29 Nov 2023 from NYC Cllr Simon Myers that monies would not be payable until the11th property was occupied. The email above effectively ‘discharged’ the conditions confirming no funding would be paid. 

NYC Cllr Myers expressed his strong concerns and feelings regarding this and agreed that he was already taking this up at North Yorkshire Council.

Cllr Sleath proposed that the matter was monitored by HPC and left for Cllr Myers to progress. Cllr Maddock seconded the motion and all voted in favour.  
NYC Cllr Myers confirmed he would keep HPC informed of any progress.
5. Village Matters
5.1 No reports of antisocial behaviour received
5.2 PCSO Jayne Grace reported: We have had 23 incidents reported to the Police in Hellifield between 18.01.25 & 09.03.25: Reports include – General contact from other Police force enquiries, General contact from other agencies, Abandon Calls, Highway disruption – Tree down, civil dispute – vehicle blocking drive Station Road, Concern for safety/welfare – In order with family, Suspect vehicle – working on property – in order, Abandon vehicle – Mill Lane – checked in order, Crime Postage & Broken down vehicle, Wanted person arrested 

· 23.01.25 – Concern for safety – person on Mobility scooter A65 – checked by police in order

· 25.01.25 & 27.01.25 – Suspect vehicle & persons – West End - area searched no concerns

· 01.02.25 – Suspect phone calls & vehicle – Dr Visit

· 01.02.25 – RTC – Single vehicle – A65

· 06.02.25 - ASB Nuisance – Youths in Park Thorndale – area patrol

· 11.02.25 – RTC – 2 vehicle – Main Street

· 02.03.25 – Road Related offence – Manner of driving on A65 – area search no gain

PCSO Grace reported that incidents such as the anti-social behaviour at Thorndale playground should be reported at the time so that they can be accurately recorded, and measures can be put in place to investigate. There has been an increase in quad thefts and the raiding of ATMs, so police are on alert.
5.3 A full list of Clerks Actions taken since the last meeting was cascaded pre meeting. Items included: Posting of documents and various notices on HPC Website, the village Noticeboards and Facebook. 
Setting up of HPC email accounts for all Councillors and adding to the HPC website. 

Reporting of various items to NYC, who have been very prompt in addressing Highways issues (pothole filling and dealing with loose manhole covers) and emptying of bins that have been missed. An excellent result was the repair of the road surface at the bottom of Hellifield Hill with the junction of Malham Road. Attempting to source someone to repair the damaged playground equipment at Station Road (which has not yet been successful). The reallocation of 2 vacant allotments. There is still a short waiting list. Contact identified for the Poor of Gargrave in the event that there are any issues at the Brown Horse. A successful claim was made against the insurers of the car that damaged the planters at the bottom of the overpass. HPC are just waiting delivery of a replacement. 
5.4 Planters / Hanging baskets update – Carol Weston-Moore has thankfully agreed to continue to organise the planting around the village and will also re-fill the new planter once it is in place. 
5.5 North Yorks Local Plan – made Councillors aware of sites identified by landowners for potential future development. A map of areas for potential development has been identified as part of the N Yorks Local Plan and was circulated to Councillors for awareness. Thorndale Recreation Ground was on the map, however the HPC lease on this site still has approximately 11 years to run. Several years ago the owners Craven Cattle Mart (CCM) expressed an interest in using this field for development, and a meeting was held involving HPC (incl Cllr Sleath). HPC stated that it would not consider releasing this land unless an acceptable alternative site was provided in perpetuity to HPC, together with a sum (to be agreed) for compensation. Nothing further was heard from CCM.
6. Council Matters 
1) Allotments. All allotments are full, and there is a short waiting list. 
2) Emergency Plan update received from Cllr Dunwoodie. Former Councillor Bob Moore has volunteered to continue his support of the village and remain as a Key Community Contact. Cllr Robinson will take the Lead role and Bob Moore will take the Deputy position. Cllr Maddock has volunteered to be a further member of HPC on the Emergency Team. Cllr Dunwoodie and Clerk Julie Sleath are also on the roster and will be attending a NYC Emergency Planning update on Fri 14 March. Cllrs Dunwoodie and Robinson are still updating names and contacts and once complete will release the document. An Agenda item has been added to the May meeting.
3) Playgrounds – Station Road multi-play equip issues, Thorndale fencing / replacement – still awaiting funds to proceed  - See item 4 above

4) Section 106 monies update – see Item 4 above
7.  Report from County Councillor Simon Myers 
In February the Council passed a Budget which is balanced by virtue of taking £5 million from reserves despite raising Council Tax by the maximum. The cut of £14 million to the Rural Services Delivery Grant and the increase in Employers National Insurance contributions have made such an increase inevitable. Obviously, we fear the results of the Spending Review as far as it relates to Local Government and it seems unlikely that the residents of NY will benefit from any Funding Review.

I am very pleased that we are progressing a review of speed limits outside all schools in North Yorkshire and hope that in due course this will lead to a reduced speed limit outside the Village School. It will take some time to review all of the County’s Schools but I will let you know when Hellifield is on the list and will make strong representations.

I am trying to set up a meeting between NY Highways and NY Police to look at how traffic is managed in the event of blockages on the M6 and the A65. It seems a much more strategic approach needs to be taken to the impact of traffic being diverted on to our minor roads and we need a joint protocol to avoid the chaos that has ensued recently.

The repairs to the Bridge at Coniston are now to take place in June. This may result in some short term closure to allow the work to be done safely. I will let you know when I know more.

I am doing my best to sort out the issue of the S. 106 monies due and will keep the PC and others in the loop. 

Otherwise things are very busy, the strategy for the second Homes Council Tax Premium goes to the Executive next week which commits 100% of that money to be spent on addressing the ‘affordability gap’ in the County together with Supported Housing for our residents. I believe NYC is unique in this approach whilst most other LA’s are simply using this to prop up their Revenue Budgets. We continue to lobby Government to give us the Planning powers to decide whether changes of use for housing to Short Term Holiday Let’s is appropriate. 
8. Correspondence

8.1 Paul Emsley is proposing to have a new VAS post installed on Gisburn Road to monitor northbound traffic. 

Cllr Sleath queried the purpose of the VAS equipment. It is apparently to slow traffic as opposed to catching speeding drivers, as the there is no action that can be taken against them in any case.  So why does the current camera on Gisburn monitor southbound traffic leaving the village? Surely it would be more effective as a warning to drivers entering the village and driving past housing? Maybe a viable option would be to simply turn around the camera on Gisburn Road. Mr. Emsley is seeking to put a new VAS post at the edge of the Car Park beside Aherne’s monitoring northbound traffic from Gisburn, but Cllr Sleath is unconvinced as to the benefits due to the proximity of the main A65 junction which slows traffic down in any case. A further suggestion was to face the sign towards traffic coming off the A65 in a southbound direction which would be of more benefit. In the absence of serious incidents on Gisburn Road traffic calming measures are not supported by Highways, so the only option is the VAS monitoring cameras which may well support the general message to the public and to drivers generally that Hellifield is covered by speed cameras, in the hope that the message will get out, and traffic will slow down. 

Cllr Sleath proposed that HPC agree to assist Community Speed Watch (CSW) group with the purchase of additional VAS equipment to save the VAT for the Speed Watch Group. This was seconded by Cllr Dunwoodie and all voted in favour. 

8.2 Correspondence from NY Council re no Section 106 money agreement for development off Kendal Road – Planning Ref 2019/20933 – discussed at  item 4 above.
9.   
Street Lighting: No light issues reported

10. 
Highways: No further issues reported. Highways department were quick and efficient at repairs reported over the last few weeks (e.g. Back Lane and A65/Malham Road junction)
11. 
Planning items: 

a) Application Number: ZA25/26659/TPO Proposal: Works to trees subject of a Tree Preservation Order - Fell 1no. Sycamore (T1). Fell 1no. Sycamore (T2). Crown lift of 1no. Sycamore (T3) by 3m to give clearance from property and remove ivy to see defects (T12, T13 and T14 within TPO No. 80 (1993) Hellifield). Location: Ribbledene, Sunningdale Court, Hellifield, BD23 4HX 

b) Application Number: ZA25/26658/FUL Proposal: Conversion of workshop including alterations and extension to form dwelling house (Class C3) and demolition of shop Location: Restoration Den, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4HX

c) Application No: ZA24/26611/FUL Proposal: Demolition of two agricultural buildings and the removal of a silage clamp and a silo. Location: Tenley Farm, Hellifield, BD23 4JN. 

d) Application No: ZA25/26659/TPO Planning Refusal. Applicant: Airedale Tree Surgeons Ltd .Proposal: Works to trees subject of a Tree Preservation Order - Fell 1no. Sycamore (T1). Fell 1no. Sycamore (T2). Crown lift of 1no. Sycamore (T3) by 3m (ALL AS ABOVE in ITEM 12.a)  Location: Ribbledene, Sunningdale Court, Hellifield, BD23 4HX. Reason for refusal: The three mature Sycamores are highly visible within the churchyard and from the main street and contribute significantly to the character of the area. The work would ultimately cause detriment to amenity within the centre of the village.

(Planning application refusal above added at the meeting).
12. Finance: To discuss and approve financial matters incl receipts, payments, transfers and donations
a. Payments and receipts schedules for January and February 2025 approved and signed 

b. Lloyds Bank Business Debit Card for authorised user Cllr Harding received
c. Beer Festival sponsorship – Alec Hesleden of the Beer Festival committee was in attendance and requested that funds be provided to be used for either barrels of beer or a gazebo depending on sponsorship levels. Cllr Sleath proposed that the total of £200 be utilised at the discretion of the Beer Festival Committee to allow greater flexibility. Cllr Bates seconded the motion and all voted in favour.
d. General donation to St Aidan’s made annually – originally this was linked to the repairs and upkeep of the Church clock, however monies have for some years been provided to be used by the church at their discretion. Cllr Harding proposed the sum of £360 be donated. This was seconded by Cllr Robinson and all voted in favour. Cllr Harding asked if the Wesleyan Chapel received any donations. They should apply directly to HPC for funding / a donation if assistance is required. 
e. Playground funding of £1300 remains in budget, but unable to find a source for materials or to repair the damaged equipment at Station Road. New bin for Thorndale required. Cllr Harding has one for £70. Cllr Sleath proposed purchase, Cllr Dunwoodie seconded and all voted in favour (except for Cllr Harding who did not vote). Handyman to remove old damaged bin.

f. Salary review for Handyman James Webb complete and salary increase proposed by Cllr Sleath and seconded by Cllr Bates. All voted in favour.

Salary review for Clerk Julie Sleath (who left the meeting) complete and salary increase proposed by Cllr Harding and seconded by Cllr Bates. All voted in favour (except Cllr Sleath who abstained).
13. To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. 
None
The meeting ended at:  21:10 hours
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 14 May 2025 at 7:30pm
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council –  March 2025

